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TUESDAY 11 DECEMBER 
8.30 – 9.00 Arrival participants 

Novotel Monte-Carlo

16 Bd Princesse Charlotte – 98000 Monaco

9.00 – 9.15 Opening Welcome
Mechtild Rössler, Director, World Heritage Centre, UNESCO

9.15 – 9.30 Welcome from the Partners
Phénia Marras-Aït Razouk, Agence française pour la biodiversité

H.E. Bernard Fautrier, Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation

9.30 – 9.45 Introduction: Objectives & Outcomes Expert Meeting
•	 Scope of the project

•	 Objectives of the meeting

•	 Expected outcomes and results 

Fanny Douvere, Coordinator, Marine Programme, World Heritage Centre, UNESCO

9.45 – 10.15 Summary High Seas Negotiations United Nations Headquarters, New York
•	 Update negotiations of the Intergovernmental Conference (IGC) on an international legally binding instrument 

under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) on the conservation and sustainable use of 
marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction (BBNJ)

•	 Opportunities & gaps - High Seas marine protected areas

•	 How does the World Heritage Convention fit in?

Lisa Speer, Director Oceans Programme, Natural Resources Defense Council

10.15 – 10.45 World Heritage Nomination, Protection and Reporting: the Basics
Mechtild Rössler, Director, World Heritage Centre, UNESCO

10.45 – 11.15 Coffee/tea break

11.15 – 13.00 Summary and Discussion of 2016 Report  
“World Heritage in the High Seas: An Idea Whose Time Has Come”
•	 The historical overview of the 1972 World Heritage Convention

•	 Object and purposes of the Convention: How could change be brought about

•	 Possible options for applying OUV in the High Seas

Moderator: David Freestone (Lead Author of 2016 Report)

13.00 – 14.30 Lunch

14.30 – 16.00 Discussion: How could a site in ABNJ be nominated 
•	 Nomination and management modalities of possible World Heritage sites in ABNJ. 

Moderator: Fanny Douvere and Lisa Speer

16.00 – 16.30 Coffee/tea break

16.30 – 17.30 Case Study I: The Costa Rica Thermal Dome
Jorge Jiménez, Director, MarViva Foundation

•	 Presentation

•	 Discussion on practical modalities needed to make it happen

17.30 – 18.00 Wrap up Day 1 
Fanny Douvere, Coordinator, Marine Programme, World Heritage Centre, UNESCO 

19.30 Dinner 
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WEDNESDAY 12 DECEMBER 
9.30 – 11.00 Case Study II: The Sargasso Sea

David Freestone, Executive Secretary, Sargasso Sea Commission

•	 Presentation

•	 Discussion on practical modalities needed to make it happen

11.00 – 11.30 Coffee/tea break

11.30 – 13.00 Discussion: How could a site in ABNJ be nominated 
•	 Nomination and management modalities of possible World Heritage sites in ABNJ. 

Moderator: Fanny Douvere and Lisa Speer

13.00 – 14.30 Lunch

14.30 – 16.00 Summarizing key identified ideas and recommendations / next steps
Moderator: Fanny Douvere and Lisa Speer

16.00 – 16.30 Coffee/tea break

16.30 – 17.00 Consolidation of action needed on draft materials and next steps
Moderator: Fanny Douvere and Lisa Speer 

17.00 – 17.30 Concluding remarks + closing of the meeting
Fanny Douvere, Coordinator, Marine Programme, World Heritage Centre, UNESCO

19.30 Dinner 
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More information
http://whc.unesco.org/en/highseas/

Follow us on :

44World Heritage

World Heritage in the High Seas: 
An Idea Whose Time Has Come
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Cover:  
Mollusk (Order Nudibranchia) swimming on the flank 
of Davidson Seamount at 1498 meters water depth. 
© NOAA/Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute

PARTICIPANTS

INTERNATIONAL LEGAL EXPERTS - CONFIRMED FOR 11-12 DECEMBER
Name Organization Function

Mr David FREESTONE Sargasso Sea Commission Secretary General

Mr Riccardo PAVONI University of Siena Professor

Ms Zhen SUN World Maritime University -Sasakawa Global 
Ocean Institute

Research Officer

Ms Nilufer ORAL Istanbul Bilgi University IUCN Academy of Environmental Law

Ms Mechtild ROSSLER UNESCO World Heritage Centre Director

Ms Lisa SPEER NRDC Director Oceans Programme

Ms Robin WARNER University of Wollongong, Australia Associate Professor

Mr David BALTON Woodrow Wilson Center for International 
Scholars

Ambassador for Oceans and Fisheries, 
U.S. Department of State, retired

Ms Phénia MARRAS - AIT RAZOUK Agence française pour la biodiversité Project Engineering for European & International Cooperation, 
Department for National, European and International 
Strategies

Mr Glen WRIGHT IDDRI Research Fellow, International Ocean Governance

Ms Josephine LANGLEY IUCN Member of IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas

Mr Tullio SCOVAZZI University of Milano-Bicocca Professor of International Law

Mr Jorge JIMENEZ Director MarViva Foundation

Ms Fanny DOUVERE UNESCO World Heritage Centre Coordinator, Marine Programme

Mr Tidiani COUMA Government of Monaco Secretary of External Relations, Department of External 
Relations and Cooperation

H.E. Mr Bernard FAUTRIER Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation Vice President and CEO

Mr Raphaël CUVELIER Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation Project Manager


