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A splash of uplifting ocean stuff,
lovingly curated by young ocean leaders,

shipped straight to your inbox every Friday.



Newsletters are boring
The news is depressing
The ocean is awesome





44 newsletters sent 25 curators 600 subscribers*

*589!



Format
• Tiny Letter
• Quote
• “If the ocean can calm itself, so can you. We are both salt water 

mixed with air.” Nayyirah Waheed
• “No water, no life. No blue, no green.” Sylvia Earle

• Lead story + specific topic
• Gif of the week
• #OceanOptimism
• Other stuff: opportunities; actions; ‘from the editor’

















Short and sweet
500-1,000 words

(Cautiously) 
optimistic

Silly, not stupid



Feedback

• "Such a refreshing look at things.”

• "Great info, wonderfully written, and with a nice shot of 
humor and optimism.”

• ”Relevant, inspiring, uplifting, and a great weekly sum up.”



Do people read it?
• Open rate: 40-50%
• Cf. average: 16%
• Fitness/Nutritional Services: 11%
• Religious Organization: 26%

•∼50-150 link clicks per week

Source

https://knowledgebase.constantcontact.com/articles/knowledgebase/5409-average-industry-rates








Who reads it?

Researchers 
Scientists

Professors
Academics
Teachers

NGO folks Government & 
Policy wonks



Tools – Tiny Letter
• “Email for people with something to say”

• “How TinyLetter Is Making Us Fall In Love With 
Email Again” – Fast Company, Nov. 2013

• “What Is a TinyLetter? Like Ye Olde Blog, but Less 
Public” - NYT, Nov. 2016

• “MailChimp to Phase Out Its Popular TinyLetter
Email Service” - Inc., Dec. 2017

• “MailChimp's CEO clarifies: TinyLetter won't shut 
down this year” - Recode Jan. 2018

• “TinyLetter is a perfect platform, and it is probably 
not dying” - The Verge, Jan. 2018





Tools – Google Sheets



Maintaining 
momentum

Regular schedule Managing input from 
various contributors

Challenges



What’s next?

Keep going! Expand readership 
& curators

Build partnerships
Seek funding



www.LittleBlueLetter.com | @LittleBlueLette
glen.w.wright@gmail.com | @MarinePolicy


